
 
Letter to the Editor Star Valley Independent August 16, 2007 
 
Dear Editor; 
As the local organizer for the Caribou Clean Water Partnership, my role is to educate and engage 
the public about the selenium contamination risk. We welcome participation and urge you to 
become familiar with all of the science available. 
 
A recent letter to your paper indicated that we are barking up the wrong tree. I would like to 
explore some of the points raised in it. 
 
First, Deer Creek is impacted by one of the pits and waste dumps from the old Georgetown 
Canyon Mine which sits at the head of the South Fork of Deer Creek; so mining does impact Deer 
Creek. 
 
Second, the mine's 2006 monitoring reports show that Sage Creek and Hoopes Spring exceed 
drinking water standards by as much as three times. The same report shows that trout in Hoopes 
Spring, Sage Creek and Crow Creek below Sage Creek exceed the proposed USEPA fish 
standards. 
 
Research by Idaho State University indicates that selenium concentrations at these levels predict a 
loss of up to 90 percent of trout carrying capacity.  The entire Salt River may face fish population 
declines. 
 
Not only fisherman should be concerned though, as trout are an early indicator of selenium 
contamination levels that impact other species. All water contamination is a danger to our future 
and selenium should not be considered unimportant or non-existent. The mine does spend money 
on selenium issues, but so far their efforts have not been successful. 
 
The measure of success is not in the amount spent, but in how effective the clean up of selenium 
is. Regardless of expense, only effective prevention of selenium leaching and clean up of existing 
contamination will protect the future of Star Valley. 
 
Respectfully, 
Wendi Bell 

Reviewer
Error
Deer Creek within the EIS project area is NOT impacted due to mining. Biennual monitoring has taken place since 2002 and all data indicates selenium values around 0.001 to 0.002 mg/L for selenium in Deer Creek, which is indicative of background levels for selenium in the region and also hovering at or around the laboratory detection limitations.

Reviewer
Not True
Sage Creek and Hoopes Springs DO NOT exceed the drinking water standard at all. The drinking water standard is 50 ppb. Hoopes Springs fluctuates between 16 – 25 ppb and Sage Creek is around 5 to 7 ppb.

Reviewer
Not ISU
The “research” was not conducted by Idaho State University.  A mathematical “model” was developed by a math professor at Idaho State University, which attempts to correlate selenium concentrations in trout tissues with population effects.  However, there are questions as to whether appropriate “inputs” to the model were used.  There has been no validation of the model by field (stream) studies.

Reviewer
Project underway
There have not been any clean up efforts that are “unsuccessful.” A multi-million dollar project is in construction to divert Pole Creek which is predicted to lower selenium concentrations in surface water significantly. This work should be completed prior to the end of the year.

Reviewer
Real success
We agree with this paragraph, which is exactly why mining since the discovery of elevated selenium in overburden in 1997 has changed drastically which will protect all resources with new mining best management practices as well as more effective cover designs to limit potential for selenium contamination.

Review
Wendi Bell
Wendi Bell is the Greater Yellowstone Coalition organizer for Star Valley. GYC has hired three people to carry on it campaign against Phosphate Mining.  Contributions to the Caribou Clean Water Partnership go to the GYC.




